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Pipelined, Universal Serial Bus Parallel Frame Delineator and NRZI Decoder 

Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates generally to computer systems and more 
specifically to the operation of a universal serial bus in a computer system. 

Background of the Invention 

Data communications is the transmission of data from one computer or 
device to another. A Universal Serial Bus is an external peripheral interface 
standard for data communications between a computer and external peripherals. A 
Universal Serial Bus follows a data communications protocol defined in the 
Universal Serial Bus (USB) specification version 1.1. 

Recently, a USB specification version 2.0 was made available. USB 
specification version 1.1 supports two different rates for transmitting data: 1.5 
megabits per second (Mbps) for low-speed devices and 12 Mbps for high-speed 
devices. USB specification 2.0 extends the rate for transferring data from 12 Mbps 
on USB 1.1 up to 480 Mbps on USB 2.0. 

In some digital data communication arrangements, incoming received serial 
data bit streams must be processed faster than the frequency of the available clock. 
In serial digital communications, this can be characterized as the problem of 
processing more than one bit of information per unit bit time. Parallel concurrent 
techniques that process more than one serial data bit per unit bit time are needed to 
solve this problem. In particular, a USB 2.0 transmitting device transmits digital 
bits over a USB cable at a rate of 480 MHz (2.08 nsec). This high frequency makes 
it very difficult for a USB receiving device to process incoming bits at the frequency 
that the transmitter used to transmit the USB data bits. The USB 2.0 specification 
does not provide a technique to solve this problem thus a novel parallel, concurrent 
bit processing technique is needed for processing incoming data from a USB 2.0 
transmitting device. 
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It is also common in some digital data communication arrangements for 
incoming serial data streams to be received in the form of packets which contain a 
very specific serial data pattern that delineates a start of packet (SOP). However, a 
problem encountered in digital communication using USB is detecting the first 
received bit of an incoming packet from the incoming serial data stream. The USB 
2.0 specification provides a specific SOP pattern that indicates which bit in the data 
stream is the first bit of the USB data packet, but it does not provide a technique to 
detect the SOP pattern. Once the SOP is detected, the incoming bit stream must be 
aligned into eight bit fields of data that can be assembled byte by byte into a packet 
for use by upstream USB devices as further described in US Patent Application 
Serial No. 09/866150 entitled "Concurrent Asynchronous USB Data Stream 
Destuffer With Variable Width Bit- Wise Memory Controller" which is assigned to 
the assignee of the present invention. Providing a technique to detect the SOP in the 
received data stream is further complicated by the 480 MHz bit rate of the incoming 
data stream. A technique is needed to detect a USB 2.0 SOP pattern and to align the 
USB data. 

It is also common in some digital data communication arrangements for 
incoming serial data streams to be received in the form of encoded data bits that 
must be decoded prior to being utilized by functions that reside further upstream 
from the received bits. Since the USB 2.0 transmitter NRZI (NonReturn-to-Zero 
Inverted) encodes each bit prior to transmission on the USB wire, the received bit 
stream must be decoded as the bits are assembled into USB packets for use by 
upstream functions that are not able to utilize NRZI encoded data. A technique is 
needed to perform this NRZI decode operation after the USB data stream SOP has 
been detected and as the data stream is being parsed into a packet. 

As described above, currently available USB 1.1 peripheral implementations 
run at a maximum data rate of 12 Mbps and use a 12 MHz clock to process the 
incoming data stream using bit level state machines. If this approach is also used in 
USB 2.0, bit level state machines running at 480 MHz would be needed. Processing 
incoming data at this clock rate would present very difficult design challenges and 
add significant cost to the peripheral controller. Therefore, there is a need for a 
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system that is capable of processing incoming USB 2.0 data at a faster rate without 
substantially increasing the implementation costs and complexity. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
5 FIG. 1 is a diagram of an example USB-based computer system. 

FIG. 2 is a high-level block diagram of an Application Specific Integrated 
Circuit (ASIC) for an example USB device. 

FIG. 3 is a high-level block diagram of a novel USB transceiver according to 
one embodiment of the invention. 
10 FIG. 4 is a more detailed block diagram of an example embodiment of the 

USB transceiver shown in FIG. 3. 

FIG. 5 is a more detailed block diagram of an example three-stage pipeline 
in the USB transceiver shown in FIG. 4. 

FIG. 6 is a more detailed block diagram of an example parallel start of 
15 packet (SOP) detector in the USB transceiver shown in FIG. 4. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of concurrent comparators and twenty-seven bits 
of data received by the parallel start of packet detector shown in FIG. 6. 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an example position vector generated by the 
parallel SOP detector shown in FIG. 6. 
20 FIG. 9 is a more detailed block diagram of one of the concurrent 

comparators shown in FIG. 7. 

FIG. 10 is an example embodiment of the concurrent comparator shown in 

FIG. 9. 

FIG. 1 1 is a high-level block diagram of the parallel frame delineator/aligner 
25 and NRZI decoder shown in FIG. 4. 

FIG. 12 is a more detailed block diagram of an example embodiment of the 
parallel frame delineator shown in FIG. 1 1 . 

FIG. 13 is a block diagram showing eleven possible positions where an 
eight-bit SOP can be detected in an incoming twenty-seven-bit data stream if at least 
30 nine bits of USB data are to be recovered according to an example embodiment of 
the invention. 
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FIG. 14 is a block diagram of eleven concurrent comparators and the 
incoming twenty-seven bits of data as shown in the example embodiment in FIG. 7 
and a nine-bit field of NRZI data. 

FIG. 15 is a more detailed block diagram of an example embodiment of the 
NRZI decoder shown in FIG. 1 1 . 

FIG. 16 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of the master control 
finite state machine shown in FIG. 4 

FIG. 17 is a more detailed diagram of a state machine for an example 
embodiment of the master control finite state machine shown in FIG. 16. 



M. Description of the Embodiments 

S A novel pipelined USB parallel frame delineator and NRZI decoder is 

T described. In the following detailed description of the embodiments, reference is 

£Q made to the accompanying drawings, which form a part hereof, and in which is 

S 1 5 shown by way of illustration specific embodiments in which the invention may be 

E practiced. These embodiments are described in sufficient detail to enable those 

§== 

□ skilled in the art to practice the invention, and it is to be understood that other 

m 

embodiments may be utilized and that structural, logical and electncal changes may 
O be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the present inventions. The 

20 following detailed description is, therefore, not to be taken in a limiting sense, and 
the scope of the present inventions is defined only by the appended claims. 

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an example USB-based computer system 100. The 
computer system of FIG. 1 comprises a USB host controller, such as computer 104, 
attached to one or more hubs 106, 108. One or more USB devices 110, 112, 114, 

25 1 16, 1 18 are connected to the hubs 106, 108. The computer 104, hubs 106, 108 and 
USB devices 106, 108, 110, 112, 114, 116, 118 are communicatively coupled with 
USB cables 120a-120g. The computer 104 runs software to manage the USB hubs 
and devices. Example functions of the software include managing dynamic 
attachment/detachment of hubs and devices as well as power management. The 

30 computer system 100 comprises two hubs 106, 108. In the example shown in FIG. 
1, the hubs 106, 108 are multi-port hubs incorporated in USB devices (a monitor 
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106 and a keyboard 108). In alternate embodiments, the hubs are stand-alone 
devices. The hubs 106, 108 provide connectivity for additional USB devices 1 10, 
1 12, 1 14, 1 16, 1 18. In the example shown in FIG. 1, the USB devices include a 
printer 110, a digital camera 1 12, a joystick 1 14, speakers 1 16 and a telephone 118. 
5 The USB devices 1 10, 1 12, 1 14, 1 16, 1 18 react to the transactions sent by the host 
controller (computer 104). As shown in FIG. 1, the USB is set up in a tiered 
topology with a host controller 104 on the top tier and USB hubs 106, 108 and 
devices (also referred to as functions) 1 10, 1 12, 1 14, 1 16, 1 18 on subsequent tiers. 
FIG. 2 is a high-level block diagram of an Application Specific Integrated 

10 Circuit (ASIC) 200 for an example USB device. Each USB device, whether it is a 
hub or a function, has associated therewith a serial interface engine (SIE) which 
provides an interface between the hub or function and the transceiver which 
transmits or receives signals across a serial communications line 208. As shown in 
FIG. 2, the ASIC 200 comprises a USB transceiver 202, a serial interface engine 

15 204 and device specific logic 206. 

FIG. 3 is a high-level block diagram of a novel USB transceiver 300 
according to one embodiment of the invention. In one embodiment, the USB 
transceiver 300 follows a protocol defined in version 2.0 of the USB specification. 
The USB transceiver 300 comprises a parallel frame delineation module 302 and a 

20 NRZI decoder module 304. Using a three-stage pipeline and parallel data stream 
processing the USB transceiver 300 delineates received asynchronous frame 
boundaries within a USB 2.0 peripheral NRZI data stream. Also using 
asynchronous parallel data stream processing the USB transceiver 300 concurrently 
decodes received NRZI encoded data. 

25 FIG. 4 is a more detailed block diagram of an example embodiment of the 

USB transceiver shown in FIG. 3. The USB transceiver 400 shown in FIG. 4 
comprises a master control finite state machine 402, a three-stage pipeline 404, a 
parallel start of packet (SOP) detector 406 and a parallel frame delineator/aligner 
and NRZI decoder 408. The master control finite state machine 402 determines 

30 when the transceiver 400 should be reset/cleared and when valid data is being 
received, and is described in more detail by reference to FIGS. 16 and 17. The 
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three-stage pipeline 404 is loaded with consecutive nine-bit fields of data from an 
incoming USB data stream and is described in more detail by reference to FIG. 5. 
The parallel start of packet detector 406 uses concurrent comparators to identify a 
frame delineation marker in the incoming USB data stream and is described in more 
5 detail by reference to FIGS. 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. The parallel frame delineator/aligner 
and NRZI decoder 408 decodes received NRZI encoded data using asynchronous 
parallel data processing, and is described in more detail by reference to FIGS. 11, 
12, 13, 14andl5. 

Three-stage pipeline. FIG. 5 is a more detailed block diagram of the three- 
10 stage pipeline 404 of FIG. 4. An example embodiment of the three-stage pipeline 

; 404 shown in FIG. 5 comprises three D-type flip-flops (also referred to as latches) 

U 

Q 502, 504, 506. The flip-flops 502, 504, 506 receive data 508 from an incoming data 

jr 

|\ stream as nine-bit fields. The nine-bit fields of data 508 are received at a clock rate 

of 60 MHz. A data valid signal 5 10 is connected to each one of the flip-flops 502, 
fjg 15 504, 506 and is used as a flow control mechanism. The flip-flops 502, 504, 506 are 
^ loaded when a nine-bit field of data 508 is available and the data valid signal 510 is 

O asserted. Using the embodiment of the three- stage pipeline 404 shown in FIG. 5, 

£ twenty-seven bits of data are available to the parallel start of packet detector (406 in 

f? FIG. 4) at any given time after the pipeline is loaded. 

20 In operation, the three-stage pipeline 404 is loaded with consecutive nine-bit 

fields of data from the incoming data stream. For example, at time T = 0, the three- 
stage pipeline 404 is in an initial state and does not contain valid data. At time T = 
1 a first one of the three flip-flops 502 (a first stage of the pipeline) receives nine 
bits of data. At time T = 2 the nine bits of data stored by the first one of the three 
25 flip-flops 502 are shifted to a second one of the three flip-flops 504 (a second stage 
of the pipeline). The next consecutive nine-bit data field in the incoming data 
stream is then stored in the first one of the three flip-flops 502. At time T = 3 the 
nine bits of data stored by the second one of the three flip-flops 504 are shifted to a 
third one of the three flip-flops 506 (a third stage of the pipeline). The nine bits of 
30 data stored by the first one of the three flip-flops 502 are shifted to the second one 
of the three flip-flops 504; and the next consecutive nine-bit data field in the 
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incoming data stream is stored in the first one of the three flip-flops 502. After 
three clock periods, the three-stage pipeline 404 is loaded. The operations to load 
the three-stage pipeline with data are summarized below: 
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T=0, pipe is in the initial state 

T=l, pipe[8:0] <r incoming data[8:0] 

T=2,pipe[17:9] <r pipe[8:0], pipe[8:0] <r incoming data[8:0] 

T=3, pipe[26:18] <- pipe[17:9], pipe[17:9] <r pipe[8:0], pipe[8:0] <- incoming 

data[8:0] 



The parallel SOP detector (406 in FIG. 4) receives twenty-seven bits of data 
in parallel from the three-stage pipeline shown in FIG. 5. The operation of the 
parallel start of packet detector is described in detail by reference to FIGS. 6, 7, 8, 9 
and 10. The parallel start of packet detector searches for a frame delineation marker 

15 in the data received using concurrent comparators. 

Parallel SOP Detector. FIG. 6 is a more detailed block diagram of the 
example parallel start of packet (SOP) detector 406 in the USB transceiver shown in 
FIG. 4. As shown in FIG. 6, the example parallel SOP detector 406 comprises a 
plurality of concurrent comparators 602 and latch logic 604. In one embodiment, 

20 the number of concurrent comparators 602 is eleven. The concurrent comparators 
602 receive twenty-seven bits of data 606 from the three-stage pipeline shown in 
FIG. 5. The concurrent comparators 602 scan the twenty-seven bits of data 606 for 
a frame delineation marker. In one embodiment, the frame delineation marker is the 
SOP pattern "00101010". An output of the concurrent comparators 602 forms a 

25 position vector. The position vector indicates a location of a frame boundary in the 
data stream, and is described in more detail by reference to FIG. 8. The latch logic 
604 receives the position vector from the concurrent comparators 602. When a SOP 
pattern is detected, latch logic 604 latches the position vector 608. Latch logic 604 
also sets a SOP found flag 610 when the location of the SOP pattern is latched. The 

30 SOP found flag 610 is used to indicate to the NRZI decoder that data decoding can 
begin. 
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An example embodiment of the concurrent comparators 602 is described by 
reference to FIGS. 7, 8, 9 and 10. FIG. 7 is a block diagram of eleven concurrent 
comparators 702 and twenty-seven bits of data 606. The twenty-seven bits of data 
606 are received by the parallel SOP detector 406 as shown in FIG. 6. The twenty- 
5 seven bits of data 606 comprise bit positions 0 - 26. Bits 0 - 8 are received from a 
first stage of the pipeline shown in FIG. 5. Bits 9 - 17 are received from a second 
stage of the pipeline shown in FIG. 5. Bits 18 - 26 are received from a third stage 
of the pipeline shown in FIG. 5. The most recently received bit in the twenty-seven 
bits of data 606 is in bit position 0. The least recently received bit in the twenty- 
10 seven bits of data 606 is in bit position 26. 
E? In the example shown in FIG. 7, eleven concurrent comparators 702 scan the 

0 incoming twenty-seven bits of data for a SOP pattern of "00101010". The eleven 
concurrent comparators 702 are numbered zero through ten. The eight-bit SOP 

% comparator #0 702a compares bits 9 - 16 in the twenty-seven bits of data 606 with 

K 15 the SOP pattern "00101010". The eight-bit SOP comparator #1 702b compares bits 
L 10-17 with the SOP pattern "00101010". The eight-bit SOP comparator #2 702c 

H compares bits 11-18 with the SOP pattern "00101010". The eight-bit SOP 

1 comparator #3 702d compares bits 12 - 19 with the SOP pattern "00101010". The 
rT eight-bit SOP comparator #4 702e compares bits 13-20 with the SOP pattern 

20 "00101010". The eight-bit SOP comparator #5 702f compares bits 14 - 21 with the 
SOP pattern "00101010". The eight-bit SOP comparator #6 702g compares bits 15 
- 22 with the SOP pattern "00101010". The eight-bit SOP comparator #7 702h 
compares bits 16 - 23 with the SOP pattern "00101010". The eight-bit SOP 
comparator #8 702i compares bits 17-24 with the SOP pattern "00101010". The 

25 eight-bit SOP comparator #9 702j compares bits 18-25 with the SOP pattern 

"00101010". The eight-bit SOP comparator #10 702k compares bits 19-26 with 
the SOP pattern "00101010" 

As shown in the example embodiment in Figure 7, eleven parallel eight-bit 
comparators are used to scan the incoming data for a SOP pattern of "00101010". 

30 Upon detection of the SOP pattern in the incoming data stream, the location of the 
SOP pattern is latched by the latch logic (604 in FIG. 6) and the concurrent 
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comparators stop searching for the duration of the current packet. In the example 
shown in FIG. 7, the SOP pattern is found in bits 9 - 16 of the twenty-seven bits of 
data 606. The first nine-bit field of data corresponding to the SOP pattern found in 
bit positions 9 - 16 is located in bit positions 0-8. 
5 FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an example position vector 800 generated by 

the parallel SOP detector shown in FIG. 6. In one embodiment, the position vector 
800 is an eleven-bit field. However, the position vector 800 is not limited to an 
eleven-bit field. In one embodiment, the number of bits in the position vector 
corresponds to the number of comparators in the parallel SOP detector shown in 
10 FIG. 6. Each one of the comparators generates a single bit output representing the 

^ value of a one or a zero. The position vector 800 is comprised of values 

O 

O representing the single bit outputs from each one of the comparators. In the 

2 example shown in FIG. 8, the position vector 800 has eleven bit positions 

^ representing the eleven comparators shown in FIG. 7. The position vector 800 

4= 

m 1 5 comprises the outputs from comparator #0 (702a in FIG. 7) through comparator #10 
L (702k in FIG. 7). The output from comparator #0 (702a in FIG. 7) is represented by 

the value of the bit in position zero 800a of the position vector 800. The output 
from comparator #1 (702b in FIG. 7) is represented by the value of the bit in 
position one 800b of the position vector 800, and so on. The position vector 800 
20 identifies a position in the twenty-seven bits of data in which the SOP pattern is 
found. In the example shown in FIG. 7, the SOP pattern is found in bits 9 - 16 of 
the twenty-seven bits of data. The position vector 800 has a one in bit position zero 
800a to indicate that the SOP pattern was found by comparator #0. 

FIG. 9 is a more detailed block diagram of one of the eleven concurrent 
25 comparators shown in FIG. 7. As shown in FIG. 9, comparator 900 compares eight 
bits of data (bit[n] - bit[n+7]) with the SOP pattern "00101010". If the eight bits of 
data match the SOP pattern '00101010', then the output of the comparator is set to 
indicate that the eight bits of data beginning at bit position 'n' equal the SOP 
pattern. Referring back to the example shown in FIG. 7, the eight bits of data 
30 beginning at bit position 9 are equal to the SOP pattern "00101010". The output of 
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the comparator 900 is represented by the value of one bit in a position vector, such 
as the position vector shown in FIG. 8. 

FIG. 10 is an example embodiment of the comparator shown in FIG. 9. The 
example comparator 1000 in FIG. 10 is an eight-input AND gate. The eight-input 
5 AND gate has inverters on the input lines for bit[n], bit[n+l] 5 bit[n+3], bit[n+5] and 
bit[n+7]. If the values represented by each one of bit[n], bit[n+l], bit[n+3] bit[n+5] 
and bit[n+7] are zero and the values represented by each one of bit[n+2], bit[n+4] 
and bit[n+6] are one, then the output of the comparator 1000 is a value representing 
a one. When the output of comparator 1000 represents a one, the inputs to 
10 comparator 1000 represent SOP pattern "00101010". The output of the comparator 
M= 1000 is represented by a value in a position vector such as the position vector shown 

q in FIG. 8. 

The three-stage pipeline and the parallel start of packet detector have been 
□3 described by reference to FIGS. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. The three-stage pipeline is 

S 15 loaded with consecutive nine-bit fields of data from an incoming USB data stream. 
5 The parallel start of packet detector uses concurrent comparators to identify a frame 

p delineation marker in the incoming USB data stream. A parallel frame 

'f delineator/aligner and NRZI decoder are described in the next section of the detailed 

O description. The frame delineator/aligner and NRZI decoder convert the incoming 

20 twenty-seven bits of data into nine-bit NRZI decoded data fields. 

Parallel Frame Delineator/ Aligner and NRZI Decoder, FIG. 1 1 is a 
high-level block diagram of parallel frame delineator/aligner and NRZI decoder 408 
of FIG. 4. As shown in FIG. 1 1, the parallel frame delineator/aligner and NRZI 
decoder 408 comprises a parallel frame delineator 1 102 and a NRZI decoder 1 104. 
25 The parallel frame delineator 1 102 receives twenty-seven bits of data 606 from the 
three-stage pipeline shown in FIG. 4. The parallel frame delineator 1 102 also 
receives the position vector 608 and the SOP found flag 610 from the parallel SOP 
detector 406 shown in FIG. 4. The parallel frame delineator 1 102 also receives a 
reset signal 1 106. The parallel frame delineator 1 102 provides nine-bit fields of 
30 NRZI data 1 108 and a data valid signal 1 1 10 to the NRZI decoder 1 104. The NRZI 
decoder 1 104 decodes received NRZI encoded data. The NRZI decoder 1 104 
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receives the nine bits of NRZI data 1 108 and a data valid signal 1110 from the 
parallel frame delineator 1 102. The NRZI decoder 1 104 generates nine bits of 
decoded data 1112 and a decode valid signal 1114. 

FIG. 12 is a more detailed block diagram of an example embodiment of the 
5 parallel frame delineator 1 102 shown in FIG. 1 1 . The example embodiment of the 
parallel frame delineator 1 102 comprises a multiplexer 1202 and a D-type flip-flop 
1204. The multiplexer 1202 receives twenty-seven bits of data 606 from the three- 
stage pipeline shown in FIG. 4. The multiplexer 1202 also receives the position 
vector 608 from the parallel SOP detector 406 shown in FIG. 4. The multiplexer 
10 1202 receives the position vector 608 on a select input of the multiplexer. The 
multiplexer 1202 selects nine bits of NRZI data 1 108 from the incoming stream 
using the position vector 608 as a select signal. The flip-flop 1204 receives nine-bit 
fields of NRZI data 1 108 and the SOP found flag 610. When the SOP found flag 
S3 610 is set, the flip-flop 1204 latches the nine-bits of NRZI data 1 108. In other 

fh 15 words, the position vector 608 is used to demultiplex a nine-bit field of NRZI data 

1 108 that represents valid data from the incoming twenty-seven bit data stream. 
Q The SOP found flag 610 is used to latch the valid data. The flip-flop 1204 provides 

a data valid signal 1110 and a nine-bit field of NRZI encoded data 1 108 that is 
P aligned with the SOP indicator. The NRZI encoded data 1 108 and the data valid 

20 signal 1 1 10 are available for the NRZI decoder 1 104 shown in Fig. 1 1 . 

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a twenty-seven bit data stream 1300. The 
twenty-seven bit data stream 1300 comprises bit positions 0 - 26. The most 
recently received bit in the twenty-seven bit data stream 1300 is in bit position 0. 
The least recently received bit in the twenty-seven bit data stream 1300 is in bit 
25 position 26. The block diagram in FIG. 13 shows the eleven possible positions 
where the valid nine-bit field of NRZI data can appear in the incoming twenty- 
seven-bit data stream according to an example embodiment of the invention. In an 
example embodiment, the valid nine-bit field of NRZI data can appear in one of ten 
different positions 1302. In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 13, a valid 
30 field of data is not shown in the right-most bit positions because the eight-bit pattern 
"00101010" would precede a valid field of data. If the "00101010" pattern is in the 
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oldest, right-most possible location in the twenty-seven bit data stream 1300 (bit 
positions 19 - 26), then the nine-bit data field is in bit positions 10-18 (shown as 
reference number 1304). 

FIG. 14 is a block diagram of eleven concurrent comparators and the 
incoming twenty-seven bits of data 1300 as shown in the example embodiment in 
FIG. 7 and a nine-bit field of NRZI data 1402 (also referred to herein as a nine-bit 
frame chunk). As shown in FIG. 14, the SOP indicator is identified by comparator # 
0 1404 in bit positions 9-16. 

FIG. 15 is a more detailed block diagram of an example embodiment of the 
NRZI decoder 1 104 shown in FIG. 11. The NRZI decoder 1 104 receives a data 
valid signal 1 1 10 and a nine-bit field of NRZI encoded data 1 108 A - 1 1081 that is 
aligned using the SOP indicator. The NRZI encoded data 1 108 A - 1 1081 and the 
data valid signal 1 1 10 are available for the NRZI decoder 1 104. In an example 
embodiment, the NRZI decoder 1 104 comprises a plurality of inverted exclusive 
ORs (XOR). NRZI decoding occurs on the nine-bit field of NRZI encoded data 
1 108 A - 1 1081 received from the parallel frame delineator (1 102 shown in FIG. 1 1). 
To decode a bit in the nine-bit field of NRZI encoded data 1 108 A - 1 1081, the 
NRZI decoder 1 104 examines a bit and its preceding bit. If a transition occurs the 
bit is set to a logic zero, otherwise the bit is set to a logic one. In an example 
embodiment, the NRZI decoder 1 104 is implemented by setting a present bit equal 
to an inverted XOR of the present and a preceding bit. In order to decode a first bit 
(in the example shown in FIG. 15, the first bit is NRZI Data[8]), a previous bit must 
be available. In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 15, the previous bit 
received (NRZI bit[0] from the previous data field or NRZI bit[9] from the current 
data field) is stored in a flip-flop. At startup bit[9] is initialized to a zero. 

Master Control State Machine. FIG. 16 is a block diagram of a master 
control finite state machine 402 shown in FIG. 4. A master control state machine 
402 monitors an incoming flow control signal 1602, an end of packet (EOP) signal 
1604 and a master reset signal 1606. The master control state machine 402 
determines when the transceiver should be reset/cleared and when valid data is 
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being received. The master control state machine 402 has two outputs: a data valid 
signal 1608 and a reset signal 1610. 

FIG. 17 is a more detailed diagram of a state machine for an example 
embodiment of the master control finite state machine 402 shown in FIG. 16. In the 
example embodiment shown in FIG. 17, the state machine 402 has three states: an 
idle state 1702, a reset state 1704 and a data valid state 1706. The outputs of the 
state machine 402 during the idle state 1702 are a false data valid signal (1608 in 
FIG. 16) and a false reset signal (1610 in FIG. 16). The outputs of the state machine 
402 during the data valid state 1706 are a true data valid signal (1608 in FIG. 16) 
and a false reset signal (1610 in FIG. 16). The outputs of the state machine 402 
during the reset state 1704 are a false data valid signal (1608 in FIG. 16) and a true 
reset signal (1610 in FIG. 16). 

Embodiments of the three-stage pipeline, the parallel start-of-packet 
detector, and the parallel frame delineator/aligner and NRZI decoder have been 
described. In one embodiment, the start of packet (SOP) delineator is a sequence of 
alternating zeros and ones followed by two zeros in a row, for example; ....010100. 
The USB specification states that a minimum of six alternating zero and ones will 
be received followed by a pair of zeros. In one embodiment, concurrent 
comparators search for a "01010100" in the received data stream. 

It is to be understood that the above description is intended to be illustrative, 
and not restrictive. Many other embodiments will be apparent to those of skill in the 
art upon reviewing the above description. The scope of the invention should, 
therefore, be determined with reference to the appended claims, along with the full 
scope of equivalents to which such claims are entitled. 
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